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 “SING, SING, SING!  
Just then a woman who had suffered for twelve years with constant bleeding came up behind him. She touched the 
fringe of his robe. (Ma%hew 9:20)  

This Sunday we will pass another milestone (perhaps we’ll raise an Ebenezer) in the life of Trinity Lutheran Church 
of SW Florida…our very first choir cantata. For those who are not well versed in choral music, a cantata is a 
collecKon of anthems (songs) presented by a choir, usually with narraKon between them. All of the songs and 
readings are built around a central theme. Our cantata here at TLC is Ktled “Come, Touch the Robe” wri%en by the 
well-known ChrisKan composer and songwriter Pepper Choplin.  

The underlying theme of this cantata is the robe(s) that Christ wore 
throughout His ministry and in His suffering up unKl His crucifixion. The 
climax comes as we focus on the robe of righteousness that we will be 
given by the giU of God’s grace in Christ Jesus, received by humble faith. 
The anthem “Come, Touch the Robe” kicks things off with the message 
of healing that came to an unnamed woman of Galilee when she 
reached out in faith and touched just the hem of Jesus’ robe. She 
received what she desired, healing from twelve years of an 
uncontrollable discharge of blood that leU her unclean in the religious 
sense and penniless in the physical world. Her very life was being 
drained from her, but the healing power of Christ was communicated to 
her through a simple touch of the ceremonial fringe around His outer 
garment. That healing power goes much deeper to offer everyone 
eternal spiritual healing and life, for all who dare to reach out in humble 
faith and simply touch the hem of His robe.  
From there we visit the Mount of TransformaKon where the robe of 
Christ shines like the sun. There’s Palm Sunday when the people of 
Jerusalem spread their robes on the road before the King of Israel as He 
enters the Holy City. Jesus takes off His robe and wraps a towel around 

His waist, washing the feet of His disciples to demonstrate the servant nature that all of His followers are called to 
adopt. As King Herod places a purple robe on Jesus as a form of mockery we see Christ not as the King of the Jews, 
but rather the “King of Suffering”. As He dies on that cross at Golgotha, we watch the soldiers casKng lots to see 
who will win His robe. Finally, in Christ’s resurrecKon and exaltaKon we see Him robed in righteousness as the Lamb 
who is worthy of all worship. We also put on that same robe of righteousness that will clothe us all in heaven 
forever.  
This promises to be a sKrring and powerful presentaKon, and the choir conKnues to work very hard to bring our 
best before God and to you. This Sunday, both the 8:30 and 10:30am worship services, offers all of us a wonderful 
opportunity to invite others, family, neighbors, friends, etc., to experience this first ever event here at Trinity 
Lutheran Church of SW Florida. More importantly, they have the opportunity to come, touch the robe of Christ for 
themselves and feel the healing power that flows to all who believe. Let’s invite them! Let’s bring them! Let’s 
introduce our neighbors to the Christ who we worship, adore and love here at TLC and allow the Holy Spirit to make 
an eternal change in their lives through the touch of Christ’s robe. 


