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 “ON ICE?” 

Here it is Wednesday January 29th. We just came in the door of the church office, in 
from 76-degree sunny weather. I spent the morning out on a tennis court. A beautiful 
day! I have to wonder though, what might I be doing today if I still lived up north…say 
along the Mississippi River in Southwest Wisconsin where I grew up. Maybe I’d be ice 
fishing. Nah, probably not. I tried that a few times in my younger days and about the 
only thing I ever remember catching was a cold. But it does remind me of an old 
comedy routine done by a fella by the name of Foster Brooks. You might just remember 
him. His schtick was always to act as if he was totally schnockered up all the time, 
although I believe I heard that he never touched a drop of alcohol. In one appearance 
he reminisced about the time he went ice fishing, proudly exclaiming “I brought back 50 
pounds of ice”. Brooks then continued; “My wife cooked it and we both nearly drowned!” 
I don’t know why but that always makes me chuckle. Anyway, in light of the Gospel 
lesson this past Sunday from Matthew chapter 4 I am most certainly glad that I don’t live 
up north along the banks of the Mississippi anymore. Jesus says to Peter and Andrew 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (verse 19) Now nearly 2000 years later 
Jesus is giving us the same command…to follow Him and fish for people, not fish. Here 
in Southwest Florida that does not involve fishing for them through or on the ice, or even 
with ice anywhere nearby. But the command is still just as important for us. When Christ 
calls us our focus, our purpose in life changes. Watch what happens with Peter and 
Andrew; “Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” (20) Hearing and 
responding to the call of Jesus is life changing. First of we are transferred from 
darkness and death into the Kingdom of Light and Life. Our first call from Jesus in the 
Gospel is to faith, forgiveness and eternal salvation. But when Christ calls there is also 
a second aspect to it; that is to the Christian life, living out our faith as we give Him 
control over all that we are, do and everywhere we go. In Christ Jesus we have a calling 
to love and serve God and our neighbor, and to proclaim the Kingdom of God (fish for 
men/women) everywhere life leads us. Jesus says; “Let’s go fishing!” We do that right 
here where we are…where He has led us…which means that we don’t have to chop 
through any ice to start casting our nets. The Gospel: The Good News of Jesus is our 
bait. Let’s all throw it out there and see who we catch. 


