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 “LET’S CELEBRATE”  
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Philippians 4:4  
It’s easy to think that 2020 has been a really bad year. Topping the “downer list” of course, is covid-19. 
We’ve known about it for nearly a year, and since the middle of March our lives have been turned 
upside down, at best, by it. More than 200,000 lives in this country have been ended by it if you 
believe the numbers that are being reported. Looking ahead we have hopes for a vaccine, and hope 
that at some point this whole thing will just fade away, but that doesn’t look like it’s going to happen 
all that soon. I hope and pray that I’m wrong. Beyond the issue of public health has been the 
demonstraLons, unrest, and just plain rioLng that has been prompted by the deaths of black 
individuals at the hands of police officers. This has driven a wedge right through the middle of the 
naLon’s heart and further dividing a country that was polarized even before. Finally, we’re being 
bombarded with poliLcal news and ads that are mean spirited and are packed full of twists of the 
truth, half-truths, untruths, and deliberate bald-faced lies. From my point of view, last night’s 
presidenLal debate was best leP unwatched. At least we know that this will be over in a liRle more 
than a month. Enough harping on the negaLve. Yes, it will be good when we can view 2020 in the 
rearview mirror. Things have got to get beRer, don’t they? As we enter the “home stretch” of this 
year, the final 3 months, there are many things that we can be joyful about, especially here at Trinity 
Lutheran Church of SW Florida. Unlike many of our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world we 
have been free to gather together in worship on Sundays since Mother’s Day back in May. Our 
finances are strong, as a maRer of fact we are going to be “burning our mortgage” in just a few weeks. 
We see the first signs of a new church building rising on the property just to the south of our current 
church home and look forward to what God will provide us for worship and fellowship going forward. 
October brings us some very significant events. First, on Sunday the 18th, we’ll celebrate our 5th 
birthday as a church. The charter for this congregaLon was signed on October 18th of 2015, and look 
how far we’ve come since then, all by God’s providence and grace. We can, should, and will rejoice in 
that with special worship and celebraLon on that day. With what God has done for and in us in this 
first five years it’s exciLng to think of what He might have in store for us in the next five years and 
beyond. I can only imagine! At the end of the month we have another opportunity to rejoice, that of 
the ReformaLon. We’ll commemorate and celebrate that on Sunday October 25th. By the 16th 
century the Church had lost its way, leaving behind the grace of God on Jesus Christ and the pure 
revelaLon of Bible to follow tradiLons and laws insLtuted by man and not God. Luther and other 
reformers called the Church back to Jesus and the teachings of Scripture, igniLng a movement that 
changed the world. Through it we have been set free again from the curse of the Law once and the sin 
that it exposes, to live in the mercy and grace of God through the completed work of our forgiveness 
and salvaLon in Christ Jesus. Looking farther down the road we see the holidays, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. This year these holidays may be more important and special than in recent memory as 
they are a chance to come together as family, friends, and neighbors and perhaps heal some of the 
wounds and divisions that have been opened through the year. These are holidays that God is at the 
center of, and I pray that more of us might remember that fact. So, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, rejoice.” “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, and His steadfast love endures 
forever.” (Psalm 136:1) The joy on our faces will aRract others to come to us to quesLon how we can 
be so joyful in these troubled Lmes? The answer to that quesLon is “Jesus!” 


