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 “THANK YOU FOR GIVING TO THE LORD”  

In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  
(2 Corinthians 8:2)  

Back about 20 years ago there was a contemporary Chris<an song on the radio with the same <tle as at the top of 
this page. It was recorded by a man named Ray Boltz. The song is about a man who gets to heaven and meets 
people there that thank him for his generosity in giving of himself, his <me, energy, and money. The inference is 
that they wouldn’t be there…would not have heard the Gospel…without this man’s “giving to the Lord”. There’s a 
note of “works righteousness” that underlies the song, but the message that our giMs can have huge impacts on 
people we will never know in this life is very real.  

As the Apostle Paul writes to the Church in Corinth, a group of rela<vely affluent folks, he applauds the Macedonian 
churches for their generosity in the midst of severe poverty and tribula<on. They gave themselves to the Lord first, 
and then gave even above their means to support the believers in Jerusalem who were suffering persecu<on and 
hardship. This commenda<on of Paul is s<ll heard today whenever 2 Corinthians chapter 8 is read. 
  
We here in Gulf Cove, and Trinity Lutheran Church of SW Florida are quite affluent in comparison to the rest of the 
world, and God has blessed us extraordinarily. We also have the opportunity for generosity and have responded 
very readily. One of our world mission projects is the Mifik Mission in Uganda. Back in early May Michael Kirungi 
was here as our speaker for Compassion Sunday. Another 16 children (and their families) in poverty in other parts 
of the world we’re sponsored through Compassion Interna<onal. That’s Michael in the light blue shirt poin<ng to 
heaven…at least I think he’s poin<ng to heaven.  
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What Michael is standing on is the founda<on of a new church and school building in the rural area of Uganda, 
about 40 miles west of the capital city of Kampala. Michael is the founder and director of the Mifik Global Mission 
which is carrying out this project in the name of our Lord Jesus. In the process of puang up the building they are 
also going to be bringing clean water and electric power to the area. Trinity Lutheran Church of SW Florida has been 
blessed to be able to donate over $3000 to extend the electrical lines to the village, but it has been learned that 
another $3000 is likely to be needed to finish that part of the project. Such is the nature of doing business in 
developing parts of the world. You may have no<ced (if not, please no<ce) that there is a box for addi<onal 
dona<ons atop the stack of tables in the back corner of the church to assist Michael and his partners in this 
wonderful mission of the Gospel, which is the number 1 mission of the Church.  

You can see that they are working hard and making progress on the construc<on of a new and permanent house of 
worship…much like we hope and pray to do as well in the very near future.  
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At the same <me, we have opportunity to generously support the “Mission to Russia” and Rev. Jerry Lawson. He is 
serving in an area know as Ingria which is in northwest Russia, near St. Petersburg, and the home to a people who 
are mostly ethnic Finns with a rich Lutheran history. 70 years of Communist rule nearly destroyed the Ingrian 
Church and now Rev. Lawson and his family are there as he teaches in a small seminary training up local men to be 
pastors. There is a dona<on box (also atop the stack of tables) for dona<ons to this ministry.  

Finally, we have our new seminarian, Paul Mroczenski and his 
bride Courtney who will be beginning pastoral forma<on at the 
Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN this 
September when the fall quarter begins.  

Our Tuesday morning Bible class has “adopted” Paul and 
Courtney, pledging ongoing support, and we are 70% of the 
way to our goal of providing a $5000 giM by the end of this 
year. Anyone and everyone in the TLC family is invited to 
par<cipate in this effort.  

So…I want to thank you all…for giving to the Lord, for giving to 
the Lord’s work, that of proclaiming the Gospel throughout the 
whole world and to future genera<ons of Chris<ans yet to 
come. We don’t do this to earn praise and commenda<on. We 
do this out of love. First, we give to the Lord. We love because 
He first loved us. (1 John 4:19) In gra<tude for all that God has 
given to us in Jesus Christ our Savior we offer back to him the 
first fruits of all our blessings. Next, we give to our brothers 
and sisters in Christ as they have need. At the same <me, we 
give so that many more might hear the Word of God and 
respond in faith by the power of God the Holy Spirit.  

God has given us meaningful work to do, and He has blessed us with far more than enough resources to do it. We 
rejoice in our ability and opportunity to give to the Lord, as He has and con<nues to give SO MUCH to us. 


