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“BACK IN THE SADDLE”

“I'm back in the saddle again, out where a friend is a friend  
Where the longhorn cattle feed on the lowly jimson weed.
I'm back in the saddle again.”
 
Remember that one? I figured that with this group you just might. That’s from Gene 
Autry’s signature song first released back in 1939 (some 19 years before I was born). 
Yes indeed, I am back in the saddle again…at least the saddle that is my chair in the 
church office. I’ve traded the saddle of the car (of which I spent the better part of 2 ½ 
weeks and 4,500 miles) for a saddle here in the church and it’s feeling mighty fine! I 
must admit though that I haven’t noticed any longhorn cattle or jimson weed in the office 
yet today. Over the coming weeks I’m sure that I’ll have the opportunity to tell you about 
our adventure (that term fits what we’ve experienced far better than “vacation”) and 
share more pictures than you’ll probably want to see. There’s an old saying that comes 
to my mind; “If you want to make God laugh tell Him your plans.” I think that Kay and I 
must have given the Lord quite a belly laugh as nearly everything that we had “planned” 
took somewhat of a sideways turn. But that’s a good thing because God sees the big 
picture and knows exactly what’s going on and how things will turn out. We may think 
we know…more often than not thinking we know better…but that’s just one of the many 
lies of the devil. While not one of the “fruits of the Spirit”, like patience, flexibility is a gift 
that can save us a whole lot of stress, anxiety and heartache. Knowing that God is in 
control means that we don’t have to be. While my eye might be on the destination that 
we’ve chosen for this evening’s lodging, and probably the next, His eye is on our 
ultimate eternal destination and giving us the ability to reach that destination through the 
Holy Spirit. In the sermon that we heard this past Sunday at Trinity Lutheran Church 
(now how did we end up at a Lutheran Church named Trinity?) of Arcadia, Michigan 
guest preacher Rev. Matt Popovits of St. Mark Lutheran Church in Houston, TX 
reminded us that even though we tend to live as orphans in this world, thinking we are 
on our own to fend for ourselves, we have a Father; an almighty, loving heavenly 
Father. This Father of ours could be termed totally crazy by the world standards as He 
chooses to lavishly feed us, clothe us, house us, guard and guide us, and even GIVE 
US His kingdom through His Son Jesus. We’re never alone in the world and will never 
be alone; in this world and for all eternity. God frees us from fear, anxiety, stress and 
strain so that we can live as His children and as He intends us to do; loving Him and 
loving others. What’s more, God even gives us saddles, our own personal saddles to 
ride along and do the things that He puts before us. I love the saddle that I have in the 
church office, and truth be told I like the saddle in the car as well; to a certain point. I 
pray we can all saddle up and ride together on the round-up of souls for the kingdom 
that our Lord has called us to. 
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