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 “DO UNTO OTHERS…”  
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against any of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 
(Levi&cus 19:18)  

Since moving down from Venice to Gulf Cove a year and half ago, I’ve been so impressed by the nice gestures that 
local residents offer to their neighbors. Many people take daily walks, some with their spouses and some with their 
dogs. They do so in the morning and then again toward evening. There’s one guy who lives near us that seems to 
walk all day. Being that most of the folks that live around me are somewhat more advanced in years than I they are 
prone to fa&gue. Here’s lies the first example of the loving kindness of Gulf Coveians…they put furniture out along 
the street so that the walkers can stop and rest for a bit. That’s so cool!  

I tend to prefer the old recliners, but my schedule doesn’t allow 
me to get out and walk much, (that’s my story and I’m s&ckin’ to 
it!) so I have no right to try to impose my will on others. Now 
more recently I’ve no&ced that the neighborhood has taken it to 
the next level! Again, considering the average age of the typical 
Gulf Cove inhabitant, and the bladder control issues that come 
with this addi&onal longevity, comfort sta&ons have begun to 

appear. These are almost always found on a lot that has been 
stripped of vegeta&on. I guess the idea here is to make them more visible to those who also deal with failing 
eyesight. What a wonderful place that we live!!!  

Why just in the past couple of months the number of these portable poUes has 
increased to where you can’t go more than 50 yards without passing one by. 
Seriously, these (the poUes not the couches) are signs of the growth that is taking 
place all around us. Homes for new neighbors are increasing like rabbits. I can count 
more than 40 home construc&on sites that are visible to me as I drive from home 
down here to church…about 4 miles. There are many more along streets that I can’t 
see. The same thing is happening in other neighborhoods and of course there is the 
big development that is slated to go in right across the road from us here at TLC. 
More people are coming, more neighbors will be moving in, and we need to be 
prepared to love them. That’s a command that God has given us, first in the Old 

Testament Law and then from the lips of Jesus our Savior. The love that God wants us to share can be best summed 
up in always wan&ng and doing what is best for another, especially what is eternally best. The best thing that can 
happen to any of us is an eternity in heaven, in the presence of God Himself. We have the good news to share that 
in Jesus that gi[ is for everyone, and it is received simply be faith, believing that He is Lord and Savior. Our call is to 
share that with everyone, those who are already here and those who will be here soon. To do that we need to build 
rela&onships, get to know our neighbors, so that they can see and experience the love that we have in us, and  
ask about where it comes from. It’s at that point we can point squarely to Jesus. “We love, because He first loved 
us.” (1 John 4:19) 


