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 “A GOOD MEMORY”  
“I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever I bring 
clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and you and all 
living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.” (Genesis 9:13-15)  
I’ve been told that as I age, I should expect that my memory is going to grow weaker. I don’t remember who told me that, 
and I don’t remember when. I don’t remember why I brought this up and what it has to do with what I’m wriEng about. I 
pray that memory fade never happens to me, but I am a bit concerned that it might already be!  
One thing that I can count on though is that God’s memory never wavers, never fails Him. I was reminded of this last 
evening as I was out back enjoying a heavy thunderstorm that literally blew in (I esEmate winds to be as much as 55mph 
due to their effects on the trees) and dumped about an inch and two-thirds of rain. I was out back during this storm as I’ve 
never had enough sense to come in when it rains. Fortunately, I was under the extended roof, so I only got a liMle wet due 
to that same wind. As the rain waned and the sun popped out in the western sky behind me a beauEful double rainbow 
appeared.  

Following the Flood of Noah, God made a promise to 
Noah, and to all people, that never again would He 
destroy life on earth by means of a flood. As a sign of 
his covenant God created the rainbow, and promised 
that every Eme that provides us with one of these 
wonders, He will remember this promise.  
God does not have a memory problem, although a lot 
of us live our lives as if that were the case. “Yeah, I did 
some preMy roMen things in the past, but God won’t 
remember, He won’t hold me accountable.” God even 
tells us that “I will remember their sins no more” 
(Hebrews 8:12b), right? One thing that we must always 
remember is not to take the Word of God out of its 
context; use liMle snippets to try and explain away our 
guilt, jusEfy our sinful behavior! Let’s look at what God 
is really saying here. “This is the covenant I will 
establish with the people of Israel aAer that Bme, 

declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 
people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” (Hebrews 
8:10-12) This covenant is “the new covenant in Christ’s blood, his suffering and death that atones for all sins, and the 
“people of Israel” is the Church. Israel is the sum of all who put their faith and trust in our Lord Jesus for life and salvaEon, 
including the Old Testament saints who looked forward in faith to Messiah, and those of us of the New Testament Emes 
who look back to the completed work of Messiah/Christ. All of us together are reconciled to God in Christ’s resurrecEon as 
He says to all who will receive the gi` by faith…”I forgive your wickedness and remember your sins no more”. This is not to 
say that God our Father has a memory problem, but that He CHOOSES to wipe our sins from his memory for the sake of His 
Son Jesus Christ.  
When I see the rainbow, I remember that God has made a covenant not to destroy all life on earth again by a flood. More 
importantly I also remember another covenant that He has given to us that my wickedness is forgiven, and my sins will not 
be remembered. That promise is for all who can believe, empowered by the Spirit.  


