
Welcome 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 

1 I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well, 
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell. 
 

2 When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; 
 You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, 
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun. 

 
3 In the middle ages of your life, not to old, no longer young, 

I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun. 
 When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, 
 I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise. 
 
4 I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 
 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
P  Steal, Jesus, steal from us 
C  The grudge that we will not let go, the pain that we will not let heal, the sin we most condemn in others and most disguise in ourselves. 

  
P  Liberate, Jesus, liberate 
C  The hands that care only for one body, the eyes that focus on what they want to see, the tongues that condemn the petty but never 

challenge the powerful. 
  

P  Join, Jesus, join in us 
C  the frayed ends of broken temper, the prose of conviction to the practice of commitment, the tip of our finger to the hem of your 

garment. 
  

P  Love, Jesus, love in us 
C  The self we most despair, the self we often hide, the self we throw at others because we cannot live with it ourselves. 

  
P  And when you have stolen the sin in us, liberated the gifts in us, mended the brokenness of us, and loved the whole of us, 
C  Give us grace to do for others what you have done for us. 



 

Declaration of Grace  LSB 214 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on us the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in 
us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C  Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 
P  A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me. 
C  I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
P  Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 
C  The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
P  All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you! 
C  My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me. 
 

Hymn 
595 O Blessed Spring 

1 O blessèd spring, where Word and sign 
Embrace us into Christ the Vine: 
    Here Christ enjoins each one to be 
    A branch of this life-giving Tree. 

 
2 Through summer heat of youthful years, 

Uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 
    Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain, 
    The boughs will shout for joy again. 

 
3 When autumn cools and youth is cold, 

When limbs their heavy harvest hold, 
    Then through us, warm, the Christ will move 
    With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 

 
4 As winter comes, as winters must, 

We breathe our last, return to dust; 
    Still held in Christ, our souls take wing 
    And trust the promise of the spring. 

 
5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, 

Be praised for this blest mystery: 
    That Word and water thus revive 
    And join us to Your Tree of Life. 

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, 1953 
Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P We pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 29:10–14 
 10“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back 
to this place. 11For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12Then 
you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13You will seek me and find me. When you seek me with all your heart, 14I 
will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven 
you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 



  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 10:5–13 
 5For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6But the 
righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or “‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 
770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
    All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 
2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
    Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Text: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–49 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus 
it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of 
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,     
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 
702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

1 My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
    Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; 
Take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 
    Be wholly Thine! 

 
2 May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart; 
    My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh, may my love to Thee 
Pure, warm, and changeless be, 
    A living fire! 

 
3 While life’s dark maze I tread 

And griefs around me spread, 
    Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
    From Thee aside. 

 
4 When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold, sullen stream 
    Shall o’er me roll, 
Blest Savior, then, in love, 
Fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, 
    A ransomed soul! 

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                                 “Speak Up!" Luke 24:44-49 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear 

us. 
  
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us 
and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all 
false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills 

may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in 
need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience 

before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 



P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome 
the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
  
 

Offering 
 

Rite of Confirmation 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us 
Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words 
with which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless 
love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and 
hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own words, we receive His testament: 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 217 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 
633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 



Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
    Alleluia! 

 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
    Alleluia! 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 

Hymn to Depart 
861 Christ Be My Leader 

1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 
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